His Childhood and Youth

V
His stay at Cambridge was terminated by trouble in the
town* The circumstances of his being " sent down"
were authoritatively described to Mr* Barry O'Brien by Mr*
Wilfred A* Gill, a Fellow and Tutor of Magdalene, and
may be baldly summarised here* Parnell and three friends
were returning about half-past ten at night from the station
restaurant, where they had been lightly refreshing them-
selves* Parnell and one of his friends sat down to wait
while the other two went off in search of a fly. The state-
ments as to what happened next conflict, but apparently
two men were intoxicated and unable to walk home* An
offer of assistance was offensively declined* and in a few
moments a fight was taking place* Parnell interposed,
and was struck for his pains* He promptly knocked his
assailant, one Hamilton, down, and then knocked Hamilton's
friend after him* A policeman swore that Parnell was sober
when the assault took place, but was not believed by the
magistrates* Hamilton took an action against Parnell, and
was awarded damages amounting to twenty guineas* " On
May 36, 1869, a college meeting was convened, at which it
was resolved to send down Parnell for the remainder of the
term in consequence of the misconduct proved against him*
There being only two weeks before the end of the term*
the actual punishment was not a severe one, and* had Parnell
wished it, there was nothing to prevent his resuming residence
in the following term* He did not, however, return to
Cambridge**'1 He stayed at Avondale, hunting, playing
:ricket, idling after the fashion of the young country gentle-
man, dancing and going to parties* His mother was living
it Upper Temple Street, Dublin, where she frequently
1 Life of Charles Stewart Parnellf by R* Barry O'Brien, vol* i*, p. 43*
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